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- : '

LOUIS MARTIN
OEPUTY CHAIRMAN ) B FEDERAL 59750

" October 8, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BURKE MARSHALL

{ . State Senator, Verda Welcome of Maryland, attended

. the workshop of the Alabams Democratic Conference in
Birmingham over the weekend, She reports a situation in
Birmingham and Selms which is unbelievable.

A

Ethel Payne of our staff who also participated in
the registration workshops in Birmingham has written &
letter which is attached. I know you have plenty of infore
mation in your department on the state of affairs in
Birmingham and Selma but I thought I would pass it along.

I do not know what the department can do officially
in this Alabama mess, but spparently some sction to prevent
mass bloodshed will have to be taken soon.

ﬁ Can't we send the troops?

n 1‘_4

.’.
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John Doar
= : First Assistant
- Civil Rights Division

= - : uwy 31, 1963

Gerald W, Jones

e memrm .

. ’ ‘_-‘
Complaints of Police Brutality :

: end Other Wistreatment in

| _ . Birmingham, Alabams,

During the period of May 18 to May 23, 1963, :
Thelton Henderson and 1 were in Bizrminghan for the .
purpose, inter alis, of looking into nattess of al-
leged brutality and other mistreatment by police
officers in that City.

We considered sapproximately 60 complaints, Of
that nunber, approximately half were found te be com-
pletely tacking in prosecutive merit, most for the
reason that the offending officers could not be identi- il 1
fied by the victim and some because no violation seemed 3 3
involved. Approximately 10 cases were found to hold
some promise for prosecution, Of that 10, 7 have been
ceferred to ‘the PFBI for further investigation, The
other 3 age being studied further by us. The remaining
complaints are either under investigation by the BBl
or have been investigated by the Bureau but the reports :
have not been received by the Department,

e |- During our stay in Birainghss we intecrviewed
1 e *- , approximately 32 persons. Few could identify the

officer or officers who asssulted of otherwise mis- r
treated them., 1In fact s iarge portion of the cos- .
plainsnts could not ssy definitely whether the officers S
were City officers, state patsol officers oz deputy oo

. sheriffs, One thing, however, was very apparent froa

T the interviews and from our sbservations. Many of the i

e




.
——

’
. -
-
.

C ke
. T CH I
Q9 £ i RS
ER A
_c' - "',-" R
ot - v ‘
~ e OB . o
: Wt S - .
. o N
.- e &b . .
¥ - o T .
o-l ot w2 ' .
L‘ ha __.»o
IR
R Sy
; ..,_f'b*h g |
L \\

- Negro populltion in Biramingham, pttticult:ly the Pratt ' . ‘
city snd Snsley aress, have been and are being hazassed \
and intimidated by pollce-officetl. Although when Wwe '
1eft girminghsn we were otlll'ggttin‘A:eportl of in-

- cidents of auch hacassment, the situation geemed toO
be improving snd, NnO doubt, with the nev¥ ldmln!sttntion '
in pirminghsn, the‘oltustion should jmyrove considersd~ i
bly more. _ \
Note: All of the figures im this report are ’
approxlunted because Thelton has some ©
our personsl files on the cases. He is {
in Jackson and 1 could not locate then !
peiec to this report. o
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT e DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
John Doar ‘
TO : Birst Assistant DATE: May 14, 1963
Civil Rights Division
/K William Holloran WH:st)

NV proM : Executive Assistant

'Bombings.in Birmingham and
susJecT: Elsewhere .

The Division's 1limited jurisdiction as to
bombing incidents is set out in 18 U.S.C. 837 and 1074,
enacted as Title 2 of the 1960 Civil Rights Act, In
March 1961 the Director testified before Rooney's Sub-
‘committee that since the passage of this legislation
there had been a total of 202 bombings and attempted
bombings brought to the Bureau's attention, Efforts to
obtain information from the Bureau today resulted im our
being supplied with the unofficial count of five bombings
in 1962, and two im 1963 in the City of Birminghaa which
had a racial or religious aspect,

This Division has directed investigations or
followed developnents in five bombing incidents. The only
one occurring in Birmingham was the bombing of the Bethel
Baptist Church on December 14, 1962, Martin Luther King
and Rev, Shuttlesworth were among the complainants, The
latest development in this pending matter was our request
of April 25 that the FBI ascertain what action, if any,
is contemplated by the local authorities (D.J. 144-1-673).
The other four matters involve bombings im Shreveport,
Little Rock, Chattanoogas and 1os Angeles,

Charuhas obtained information from a reliable
source who does not wish to be identified that 18 unsolved ’
bombings have occurred in Birmingham from 1957 through
March 1963, ‘

No further particulars.of this unofficial count
were supplied,
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Burke Marshall Nay 14, 1963

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Henry Putzel, Jr., Chief HP:bad
Voting & Blections Section
civil Rights Division

144-012 _
Birmingham Racial Bombiagas ' 144-1-0

Oon May 12, 1062, I received a telcph;}c call from
Mg, C. J. S. Durham 1/ who had shortly befoxe received s tele-
phone call from George Lightfoot Singleton., Mz, Siagletoan,
now at OCS at San Antonlo, Texas, £fror where he called Xr,
Durham, is s graduste of the University of Alabama snd at one
time did some work for Birminghsm's Mayos-clect Boutwell. 2/

Though Mr, Singleton had no definite information
concerning the recent Birminghanm dbombings, bhe mentioned as
logical suspectis: (1) JACK CASH, who runs 8 barbecue place
and used car lot in Birmingham, is a Xey figure in the KKK,
and is close to "Bull* Connorj and (2) BOBB1B SHELTOX, of
Tuscalooss, Grand Dragon ef the KXK in Alabaus,.

I am sure that the FB} is pursuing all logical
teads, and since Mr, Singleton was only conjecturing when he
mentioned Cash and Shelton as possiblic suspects for the
bonbings I am not sure that the inforsatioa has value. But
1 en forwarding this i{nformation to you {n sccozdance with
Mr, Durham's request that 1 do se,.

’

3/ ur. Purham has long bsen interested in Civil Rights

Batters. He was Assistant to the Executive Secretary of
President Truman's Civil Rights Conmissloen.

3/ Oa Octoder 31, 1962, I sent you 8 asmorapdua with dacke
ground infersmation which Mz, Singletoam had supplied in
anticipation of problems arising from the desegregation of
the University of Aladama, .

-

" it. & Blee,

b
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Mr, Hubbard left the following message:

()

5/10/63

Re: Birmingham - from FBI
Chief of Pnlice Janie Moore has wade & request for #n
investigetion into beating of Dick Gresory to United States Attorney,

Also, FBI reports that HMartin Luther King heas just issued
8 press release :lafming 2 good victory, King said reached conplete
agresment 6n the issues they were meeting over, .-
The City Attorney in Birringhem, sccording to the Chief
of Police, is attempting to hring civil suit against the Negro leaders
of the recent demonstretions sesesking $60,000 damares, For damage they
claim the city sustained it in connection with the students leaving
school! to demonstrate, Chief Moore is disturbed about it snd thinks
that the suit mey upset the spple cart and brins on nore demonstratiops

Apparently 790 Negroes who were arrested wer~ released on
bond put up by Reliable Bonding Conmpesny according to the Bureau.
The Company is a Negro bonding conpany, It enetered bonds totaling
$237,000,

The Burezu reported thet they hzve located a man in
Washington who se1t a telegrazn to the sheriff in Birminghen saving
that 3,000 people up this way were going to nerch on Birninghan,

This fellow cleins he was drinkinc at the tinme and did not: rmeen {t,
The Bureau is presenting the facts ‘o the U,S. Attorney in VWashington
because of possible extortion anzle,

Verne
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Mr, Hubbard left this message alsos .

He has been advised that s man named Philip
Savage, an NAACP Secretary, (he does not know where)
in 2 release by United Prnss is quoted as saying .
that the NAACP or Negroes are planning picketing ’
in 100 cities this coming Saturday i Pennsylvanias,
Delaware, and New Jersey to protest the Birminghanm

gsituation,

In Raleigh North Carolinz on May 8, 90 Shaw
University students were arrested for picketing
restaurants, the S, &\, Cafe 2nd hotels, Sixty were
arrested last nisht inctudiny =2 man naned Clyde R,
Appleton, professor at Shaw, The Bureau says he
is also the subject in 2 gecurity case, Of the 60
arrested lzst night, 44 were released,

gy
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5:10 p.m,,
5/9/63

Mr. Hubbard left the following message re: Birmingham b,/”

-

At about 12:00 the FBI stated that everything is pretty
quict, Last night mass meetings were held at two churches-=-
Sixth Avenue Baptist with about 2,000 people in attendance and
the New Pilgrim Baptist Church with about 1,000 people in
attendance,

The Bureau said it had word that thg_ggx‘_jhyiilg;yorth
is apparently dissatisfied with the way negotiations are going.
He seems to think that King and Abernathy have doudblecrossad

him, Shuttlesworth is not convinced that the Birmingham

business people really nean to end segregation,

Quite a number of Negro school children werge released last
night in the custody of their parents. The Birmingham police
said that at the peak they had 904 denmonstrators in Jail, Over
half were released,

The latest report is that Martin Luther King held a press
conference at 4:15 EDT, He announced that he has reached an
agreement with the Birmingham people on two points but he did
not specify what they were, He stated they were going to re-
sume negotiations after 6:00 p.m, (around 6:30 this evening),
Just before the conference he announced there were 1,000 Negroes
standing by in the churches (eccording .to King) but that they
had beecn sent home, .

In DeKalk County, Alabams where s, Modre was killed a local
Jjudge had entered an ordes baaning the walkers in that county,
He delcined to word his order so that It would extend over the
state,

There were demonstrations in Nashville, Tenn, today,
About 400 persons, mostly Negro high school students, demone
strated before restaurants, drugstores, etc, in the downtown
area, No disorder was reported, Also there were demonstra-
tions in Y¥noxville, Tennessee and one is planned this evening
before a downtown theatre, Jt is anticipated that 300-400
people will be taking part in the demonstration, They will
be mostly students from Knoxville College and Knoxville High
School,
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Broadcast 3 times May 8, 1963
BIRMINGHAM

. The First Amendment to the Constitution of these United

States guarantees "the right of the people peaceably to assemble-

and to petition.the government for a redress of qzievances."

But twenty-five hundred Americans have now been jailed in

Birmingham, Alabama for trying to exercise that right, More than 2

thousand of them are children. Against them the police have used

fire hoses, tlubs and dogs. Their only crime is that they maxch in

protest ‘against racial discrimination.

The President of the United States is sworn to uphold the

Constitution~—even in Birmingham.
WMCA has a suggestion for either the president or his brother,

the Attorney-General. Why doesn't one of them choose one morning

simply to walk out at the head of the parade into the park in

pirminghan? The racists of Alabama would hardly try to turn police

dogs on the president or the At torney—-General of the United States.

(190)
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TO: John Doar
FROM: Dave Norman

RE: Birmingﬁan ~.

Thelton Henderson called 1ast night after you left and stated-
the following: (I called you once around 10:00 but your line
was busy but I decided this was not an urgent matter.)

The Negrocs were going to have a mass meeting at the church
last night and apparently they were making plans to reach the
truce but they were waiting for a decision from Dr. Xing. Dr,
King was in jail and they up to that point had not been able to
see him, Otherwise, things were stable,

I told Thelton to call you at any time if something broke.




Code 22 is a Federal criminal

In effect that no

18 United States

civil rights gtatute which provides
jocal police officer may deprive a person of any con=

To establish & violation the govern=

stitutional righte

nd a raasonable doudt (a) & specific

ment nust prove beyo
(b) that the police

s violated and

conskitutional right wa
o deprive the person of

officer specifically intended ¢
\

that rignte.
1 riihts violated

There may have been constitutiona
{n some of the acrrests In sirninghan, but it is far {rom
r that all or most of these arrests are in violation

Granted that ¢

clea
of the statutee {tizens are exercising
constitutional rights of assenbly and free apeech, it

that the exerciaerof thesa rights cannot

docs not follow
s or regulations by municipal

be subject to fair rule
ordinance in various waysi for exampley parades may
nces where large nuusbers

raquire 1icenses, under circunsta
r could create danger, the police may

3athercd togethe

disperse croddse
Our information {5 that most of the Negroes arrested

in Birminghaz have been arpested for parading without a

jolation of the local ordinance.

pernait, inv
It would be

difficult for the government to establish

that Alabama officials are wll;tully depriving perasons of




their constitutional rights, or that the ordinance is
unconstitutional or being enforced in.an unconstitutional
ganner. Lven if wé'could ovarcose these difficulties,
we would still have to estéblish that at tha time of
a particulsar arvest a particular police officer wag not
acting in good falth reliance on the ordinance involyad.
There =may havse been violations of this statute in
particular cases where, for exanple, unnecessary force
has been used., We can and will {investigate all such

circwastances, bHut it is clear that thege investigations,
and the action which would follow establishing the necaessary

facts, would do little to solve the current asituation in

Birzingham.
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e are trying to restore order in Birminghan and at

the same time make‘progress toward the enjoyment of consti-

tutional rights for all citizens. -1f and when ki that has

been done we will then carfully consider whether therc has

been any violations of the federal crininal law. I will

say this, you don't shoot from the hup hip with a federal

.

criminal statute.

2L B e s T it B
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In order to constitute & violation of the federal
) .

criminal civil Rights Statute (18 U.S.Ce 242) uwhich provides

¢ .ia gffect that no local police officer may deprive any

inhabitant of any state of any right preserved or protected

e

by the Constitution, the Government must prove beyond &

reasonable doubt (a) » specific constitutional right was

violated and (b) that the police officer specifically int ended

\ to dxprix deprive the person
—

of that right.

It is not clear that a constitutional right heas been

violated in everxy arrest in Birmingham, Citizens have &

constitutional right to express themselves and to press for

change in & lawful manner. However, under sonme circumstances

" to gather in jarge nunbers ¢hat could create 2 dangerous

gituation, to refuse to disperse upon request by police

cumstances without

officers or to parade ‘under skek such c¢ir

ed

a permit could very well viosate a local ordinance dei

to maintain law and order,

'hy
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Furthermore, the Government cannot assume that the

officials of the State of Alabama were wilfully depriving

¢ .
persons of their constitutioha! rights., 1In Birmingham 2as

the facts have been reported to us there is a local ordinance

which prohibits parading withou? a permit, 2mx And the
Negro citizen; that have been arrested have generally been
arrested because they have not obtained a permit to parade.
The position of the Birmingham pollce Department has beem
that therefore the demonstrations were in violation of the
focal ordinance. They may ;eiu:bng and the ordinance may be

unconstitutional but this does not mean X that at the tim
: al 44 /)
of the arrests the police officezr was not{4

mﬂmﬁtm
the otdinance,:ttho:—th‘n¢£0t/the—puepeoe—ei—.

deperivingthe Negroes of thtfr’tﬁﬁ?ff%ufﬁﬂtr'FIgEE:

-

This does not mean that with respect to any articilar

:

arrest where unnecessary force Vlsﬁ!%
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ooao@&tcfr-n violation of he ;; eralYcriminal law,

jnstances that come to our attention pf unnecessary force

in connectionk with any particular arrest will be investigated

by the Department of Justice and appropriate action will be

taken,
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The situation in Pirminghan is a matter of grave concern 1o ne
and to all Americans. Tha Fedeml Government, through the Attorney aemral
end Purke Marshall, Assiotant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights
nr.wision, are working extremely hard and effectively to reopen the communica=
tiona between whit.e and Kegro leaders in Plrmingbanm and to be of the meximum
uois:.a.nce to the local citizens ..'m peaching a peaceful golution. ’

" As the Attomey General stated Friday, grievances of Negro
residsents of Birmingham or any city should i:e eired and the injustices to
then should be removed. Basically, t.his 1s the responsibility of local
citizens. This can be dane only i_fjcitizens are villing to face the
responsibilities and to deal with problems reasonably and wlth/\recrimination.

1 &m, therefore, heartened by Mayor poutuell's and your own
resolve to tske mction to redress the Negroes'! ccmplaints. I remaln
hopeful that these problems will be resolved through meeti_nse by the
vhite and Negro citizens of Bimingham with vhatever assistance the

Federal Government can render.
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1., The Senior Citizens': ©Oomittee was formed to deal
with the desegregation probleﬁs in Birmingham,
2. The present demonstrationsare creating an early
racial crisis for the city before the committee could work.
k% "rhe focus is on ghe/’:ei.:i;‘::::x It is particularly
on lunch counter desegregttion. This is the focus
because the change in government has not yet occurred,
but is st@ll in 1itigation.
4, The mégéhtaas—-whether or not accurately--believe
it would be economically disastrous for thea to take
the lead in desegretation in Birmingham, although
that is precisely what the Hegroes are demanding.
$. Although the focus {s on the merchants everyone
knows it is really a problen for the entire community.
6. Urge the Committee to quick action which will give
the merchants a chance to meet their responsibilities,
but to do sb- in context would have the entire business
‘and {ndustrial stﬁucturc.bchind thenm,
7. Possible alternatives unless this §s done nou is
disaster for the city from which it will not recovers,

8. Also disaster for the Nation.




5/7/63

John Murphy left the following messages:

Lou Ober fer has called him be

kept intormed of all developments in Birmingham,

The Bureau has no information as to what is planned
down there for today, One disturbing fact is that the
o Klan plans to hold a2 rally Saturday evening on Highway 11
. between Bessemer and Birmingham, Calvin Craig reportedly
as.told all those Klansmen having permits to carry guns to
bring them with them, There is no definite indication,
however, that the rally is directly related to the demon-
strations in Birmingham, Announced practice is to evidence
support for Governor Wallace and his policies.

Verne
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Pesfr.t Bureaun of !nvcsflsatlon 72-3-Hew
Burke Marshell i BH:LAO:2d

Assintent Atterney General
Sdvil Righ's Division

Possible Intimidatien of Nepgroee Attenpting to Regiater,
¢ _ (Birmiaghan, Alsbaza)

e have received information from .yatt T, ralker
of the Southern > hristian Leadership Couference that on
Aprdl 17, 1963, sixtcen prreons were arrested and forty
athere were turned bdack ar they were walking to the *
Jeffersen County Jourtirouse to register to vote.

Tindly coaduct an investigation to determine the
3 nanurs snd race of the personsg arrested, tle clarges
lodced ageinst thew and the currcut status of each of
ttesc cases,

. . #: ccg Records
) : r's v Chro&,/
. . Doar '
Putzel
Trial Plle
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had ; , 4 June 1963

Honorable J. S. Gleason, Je.
Aduinistrator
Veterans Administration

washington 25, D. Co

Dear Mr. Gleason:

The Attorney General

>asked ne to reply

to your letter o

f Ml, 20.

1 regret that the

movement of events h

as slowed up s reply to

your nost prompt action,

with respect to ¢
Bi118s as Assistant Hosp
the announcement of the
helpful st say time you

T will make inqui

he assigneent of Mr.

i1tal Director (Trainee),
appointment would be most
choose to make it.

ries to see if we can

£ind appilicants fo

r the positi

on of an Attorney

in the Montgomery Regional Office.

- gt is very pleasing to hesar of the actlom

'
’ with respect to the possible appointnents of

Negroes as Assistant Personnel officer and Radiologist.

‘The Attorney General has also asked me %o
express his appreciation at the work of the Yeterans

Adainistration in thie area throughout its installations.

the suggestion that we aigat

7~ 1 will keep in mind
from Mr. Wallsce on

obtain special assistance

psrticular matters in the

future.

v« e - T

- .

Sincerely,

iutko NHarshall
* Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
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A. BERKOWITZ
B08 BANK FOR SAVINOS BUILDING
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

October 22nd, 1963

Y

Mr. Burke Marshall,
Justice Department,
Civil Rights Division,
washington, D. C.

Dear Burket

1. I am wondering whether, with the
little file I gave you with respect to the
smithfield District, Civil Defense Reserve Police, "
(Captain James E. Lay, et al.) you have had the
time to think of some way to give these fellows
some little pat on the back or other assistance
or encouragement. They still patrol the "Dynamite
Hi1l" area after work hours and they are very
tired!

2. I await,with anticipation, and for
particular but proper purposes, the personally
autographed photos of yourself, Mr. Robert Kennedy
and our President. I am sure you know that, apart
from the honor I attach to their gift, they will
adorn the walls of my mew private office solely
that, in connection with such conversations or
conferences into which I get projected, willy-nilly,
with members of the Kennedy-baiting group, they
will understand quite clearly, by visual inspection,
my views and feelings on the subject. .

3. It is my opinion that some sort of
effort is being made on both sides of the Rev.
King-Rev. Shuttlesworth deadlins and demand, and
the Mayor and Council's intransigent attitude
about it, to effect a disengagement so that neither
side will ba totally committed.

In this, I know that Billy Hamilton is
exerting sincere and devoted effort. It is not
if?_pgqgimism, however, but hard reality which compels -

M,
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October 22nd, 1963, o k
Page 2. : o

me to state simply that we are still in bad way -
vhen the situation is that, if Billy Hamilton o
catches ctold, the city of Birmingham may have .
pneumonia! I have the highest regard and respect ’ ]
for Billy but it is an extremely unhealthy position, !
dangerous to the city and country alike, that those
here who have the political power and authority do ,
not exercise it. s

}

. . 4, The ABC television program: ™A
Presidential Commitment: Crisis mAlabama” appeared
on a local station last evening. It pointed up
quite well, I thought, as did many others, the
whole unnecessary, shabby show required by George
Wallace and, as well, the great care taken by the
Government to avoid the necessity of physical removal
of the governor from the door. Slowly, it is beginning
to sink into the minds of the local white populace
that every time George Wallace stands up for Alabama,
something important for Alabama. f£alls down,

PP

However, it is all too slow and each time
he makes a real blunder, as in the dynamite cases,
he manages to seize upon some other new headline-
catcher which bemuses and distracts our citizenry
from the true faults and failures for which Alabama

is already paying,  and will pay for years in the
future, a most heavy penalty.

My kindest personal regards to you and
Louil.‘ .-

515 y yours,

AB/mr
Encl.

=
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» Assistant Attorney General

DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICB
Washiagton

28 October 1963

Honorable George Huddleston,Jr.
Member of Congress

United Staies House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Cougressman: ‘ .

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to your letters of October 18
and 22, concerning reports that vehicles reuted by the Department of Justice weze
used to transport Reverend Mc~tin Luther Kiag, Jr., around Alabama. On the 18th
of October we issucd the following statement, I think that it will completely
answer your fnquiry. Of course, any effort at all by Sheriff Clark or Governor
Wallaca to ascertain the true facts would have made tiese false Teports unnecessacy
fn the first place. o oo T R

The reporte that automcbilestrented by -the Deparfﬁ'n\:f Justice
were used to furnish transportation for Revetend Mare g Luther

King in Alabama are either a gross mistake ¢or a delibe te attempt .
to mislead the people of Alabama, \/ )
We aze setting forth all the facts so that thire can be no ais~
underetanding although we issued a complete den n Wednesday,

Attorncys for the Department of Justice on duty fa Alabama and

elsevhere in the United States frequently rent automobiles. Ia
recent weeks, Department attorneys have rented t::o automobiles

in Alabama ~= one a 1963 blue Chevrolet Impala and the other s

1964 white Ford Galaxie,

It has been reported that the 1963 Chevrolet was used to take )
Reverend King from Birmingham to Selma on October 15. This car
had been rented by Kennesth McIntyre, a Department attorney, but

" was being used by Thelton Henderson, another Justice Department
attoruney, )

At eboct 5:15 p.m. on October 15, Mr. Hend~=son weat to the .
Gaston Motel to interview Reverend King at the specific '
direction of the Department of Justice. At that time Dr. King '
was at a meeting at the Gaston Motel. W:en Dr. King came out
of the meeting, Mr. Henderson asked to speak to him. Dr. King -
replied that he was late and had to go {mmediately to the New
Pilgrim Church in Birmingham. Henderson offered to drive him
there if ha could interview him on the way and Dr. King agres.
Henderson_{s#s the Gaston Motel at 5:20 p.m. and let Dr. King
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off at the New Pilgrim Church at 5:40 p.m. Henderson then
returned to the Gaston Motel., The Chevrolet never left

Birmingham thac night.

We have learned that Reverend King was driven to Selma in

a Chevrolet similar to the one rented by the Department of
Justice. However, it was & privately-owned vehicle and

was not the’oi\'e—T:seJ by Mr, Henderson. ™~

It has been reported that later on October 15, Reverend King
.was driven from Selma to Montgomery in the 1964 Ford which

” also was rented by Mr. McIntyre. Mr, McIntyre rented the Ford
in Montgomery at 8:41 p.m. on October 15 and drove to Craig
Alr Force Base near Selfia, checking into the Base at 9:35p.m.
Thereafter, neither Mr, Jcintyre nor the Ford left Craig Atr
Force Base that night. Mr. McIntyre does not know Reverend
King and has nmever met him. The Ford remained overnight in
Selma and the following wmorning John Doar, First Assigtant -
Acttorney General in chaxge of the Civil Rights Division, drove
the Ford to Tuskegee and then back to Montgomery. We have been
informed that Reverend King drove from Selma to Montgomery ln
a privately-owned Cadillac.

It ts obvious from these facts that neither_the Chevrolet wor

the Ford, nor any other car rented by the Department of Justice,
vas used to ‘transport Reverend King. The e reports to the contrary
are false, Any efforts to ascertain the truth would have revealed
thesc ﬁactl.

Very truly yours,

Signed

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney G&mul
Civil Rights Divisioca
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" 13 November 1963 .

Mr. James M, Goodson, Jr,
1609 Belvedere Drive
Birmingham 26, Alabama

Dear Mr., Goodsons

This will acknowledge your letter concerning
use by Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., of an automobile
rented by a lawyer employed by the Department of ‘
Justice. v ’ ’ t

‘ It is of course contrary to the Department
regulations for any automobile rented by a Department
employee to be used for any purpose other than official
business. Accordingly, what happened was contrary to
such regulations,

Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
the lawyer involved denied having lent the car to anyone.
All objective checks of his story were consistent with
it. You will recall, for example, that the first reports
from state and local officials wére to the effect that
Department of Justice employees had driven Dr. King
all around the State of Alabama. It could be )
objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer ‘involved
hever left Birmingham, and that, contrary to charges
at the time, no car rented by the Department could
conceivably have been used to transport Dr, King from
Selma to Montgomery., : ‘ -

. Accordingly, the Department officially denied
the chaxges in good faith, ' o
Records
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On the night of November 5, the lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he had not given the
Department the true facts, Without this admission it
would not have been known. As soon as possible after
the admission was made, the Department publicly
acknowledged its error and expressed its regret,

Aside from this occasion, for which the Department
is being reimbursed the total cost of approximately
$1£,00, I know of no occasion on which any agent of
the Department of Justice, through the use or loan of
a vehicle or otherwise, went beyond his official duties
in enforcing laws which the Congress has given the
Department of Justice responsibility to enforce.,

Very truly yours,

R

BURKE MARSHALL —~/ “»
Agsistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
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